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APRIL 2019 

Announcing The World’s First Premium Yuca Vodka.

Roger Hoffman and Ilene Hinden, co-founders of HH & Company, announce the production 
of the World’s First Premium Yuca Vodka. Yuca is an ancient root that has survived on 
planet earth for 350 million years. “I call it the Latin potato,” says Ilene Hinden, co-founder 
and creative director. “Yuca is a root vegetable that has been a food staple for the people of 
Latin America for centuries. I thought why is there potato vodka but not yuca vodka?” The 
idea stayed with Ilene for years, but like many other ideas she did not know how to make it a 
reality. That’s when she met Roger Hoffman. 

Roger and Ilene met at Pier 115 Bar & Grill in Edgewater, NJ in August of 2016 and found they 
had much in common. Both from Bergen County, Roger is a lifetime resident of Maywood, 
and Ilene grew up in Bergenfield. Roger’s dad, Robert Hoffman, was Maywood’s Fire Chief 
and Police Commissioner. Ilene’s father was the founder of a retail chain in North Jersey, 
where Roger worked for a short time early in his career. Both had many ideas that never 
materialized for one reason or another and Ilene mentioned her idea for Yuca Vodka and 
Roger said, “That’s gold!”

So began the journey. Roger, the co-founder and president of HH & Company—with a business 
degree from Bergen Community College—became the driving force for getting Yuca Vodka 
made and on the shelves. Ilene says “Roger is relentless, not a day goes by without him 
moving our product forward. We visited distilleries and different trade show events and 
tirelessly researched raw materials and processes. It took two years to figure out how to 
make the vodka, and perfect our process and formula. We believed using the root itself was 
the only way to create a truly authentic and premium Yuca Vodka.”
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Ilene, co-founder and creative director has a BFA degree from Syracuse University and is an 
accomplished art director and graphic designer. Ilene, designed the logo, bottle, packaging, 
website and marketing materials for Yuca Vodka.

Soon after they met, Doris, Roger’s mother’s health declined ending with hospital and rehab 
center stays and finally becoming home-bound with Roger being caretaker. Roger and Ilene 
shared many meals with Doris. One night Ilene brought the design for the vodka bottle label 
with some crazy names and Doris said, “No one will buy it with those names, you have to say 
what it is, it has to say Vodka in the name.” Thus the name Yuca Vodka was born. The label 
was redesigned and Doris approved and said, “I look forward to tasting Yuca Vodka!” 

Unfortunately, Doris never tasted it because she passed away March 12, 2018. The heartbreak 
has not gone away, however, Roger persisted and in September 2018, the first sample of  
Yuca Vodka was tasted, a truly unique vodka made from the yuca root! 

“Doris never tasted Yuca Vodka but now the world can.”

Yuca Vodka is now available at:

Colts Neck Wine & Liquors, 430 NJ-34, Colts Neck, NJ 
Hollywood Liquors, 40 W. Pleasant Avenue, Maywood, NJ
La Isla Restaurant 25 12th Street, Hoboken, NJ 
Pier 115 Bar & Grill, 115 River Road, Edgewater, NJ 
QXTs Alternative Dance Club, 248 Mulberry Street, Newark, NJ 
Sparrow Wine & Liquor Co. Downtown, 126 Washington Street, Hoboken NJ
Sparrow Wine & Liquor Co. Uptown, 1224 Shipyard Lane, Hoboken NJ 
Twin Door Tavern, 122 W. Pleasant Avenue, Maywood, NJ 
 
For more information visit yucavodka.com or email info@yucavodka.com.
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